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Editorial;- 

Here we are in October and it makes you 

realise Christmas is coming up fast. Does 

time go faster when you are older? I am sure 

that it does!! 

This month I have chosen bananas for the 

recipesï they actually came from a Norfolk 

Island cookery book which I obtained when I 

visited there. What a lovely place it was ï no 

one locked their cars, and bicycles were 

everywhere. It was as though time stood still, 

and the wicked ways of the real world had 

not caught up with them yet. Now, do you 

remember when our mothers wore aprons and 

how handy they were?  I thought I would 

give you the history of aprons and it just may 

cause you to reminisce on those days. I often 

wonder why we donôt wear them today.  

Is it because washing is so much easier? I 

remember when I got my first washing 

machine. My son tells me I said ñIt wonôt 

wash the clothes very clean!!ò So here goes. 

            

              Happy reminiscing Gwen 

       

The History of Aprons 
I don't think our kids know what an apron is. 

The principal use of Grandmaôs apron was to 

protect the dress underneath, because she had 

only a few. It was easier to wash aprons than 

dresses and they used less material.  

But along with that, it served as a pot holder 

for removing pots and pans from the oven.  

It was wonderful for drying tears, and on 

occasion, for cleaning out dirty ears.  

From the chicken coop, the apron was used 

for carrying eggs, fussy chicks and 

sometimes half hatched eggs to be finished in 

the warming oven. 

When company came, those aprons were the 

ideal hiding place for kids. And when the  

weather was cold, grandma wrapped it 

around her arms, Those big old aprons wiped 

many a perspiring brow bent over hot wood 

stoves. 

Chips and kindling wood were brought into 

the kitchen in that apron.  

From the garden it carried all sorts of 

vegetables. After the peas had been shelled, it 
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carried out the hulls.  

In the fall, the apron was used to bring in 

apples that had fallen from the trees.  

When unexpected company drove up the 

road, it was surprising how much furniture 

that old apron could dust in a matter of 

seconds.  

When dinner was ready she would go onto 

the porch, wave her apron and the men knew 

it was time to come in from the fields for 

dinner.  

It will be a long time before someone invents 

something that will replace that ñold timeò 

apron that served so many purposes. 

 

REMEMBER! 

Grandma used to set hot baked apple pies on 

the window sill to cool. Her granddaughters 

set theirs on the window to thaw.  

They would go crazy now trying to figure out 

how many germs were on the apron. I don't 

think anyone caught anything from an apron. 

 

The Sugar Bag 
We had one on the floor by the kitchen door, 

And another out in the hall 

And one was used for drying feet  

It hung on a nail on the wall. 

No ordinary rag was the old sugar bag. 

 

To be used once then thrown away. 

On a swagmanôs back on an outback track 

It still had a part to play.  

It was used to repair anything anywhere. 

  

It made an apron for mum, 

And dad used one on the plough seat. 

In the leisurely ways of those wonderful days 

The days of the old sugar bag. 

 

May I suggest of those folk who know best 

An emblem for our Queensland flag  

It would look good, if they could include 

A piece of the old sugar bag. 

 

Harry Mc Voy  

Beaudesert  



 

Hello Everyone, 

My name is Federica and I am the new 

Community Support Worker. I will be at 

the Community Support Centre for the 

next twelve months as I am here to replace 

a colleague who is on maternity leave. 

  

I was born in Italy near Milano, thirty and 

a bit years ago. After graduating from 

university, I received from my parents the 

present that almost every young Italian 

person dreams about: a ticket to Australia. 

So in March of 1999 I left my country for 

a journey that lasted a bit longer than what 

my mamma intended it to. 

 

During my backpacking around Australia, 

I met many interesting people but one in 

particular fascinated me ï Johnny - who became my husband the following year. 

 

I worked as a private Italian tutor for almost six years. In 2006 I decided to further 

my study in the area that I always have been very passionate about: counselling. I 

did my placement at the old Atherton Neighbourhood Centre, now called 

Community Services Tablelands Inc., where I was later offered a position as a 

youth worker. 

I then worked at Rose Colless Haven (Aboriginals and Islander Alcohol Relief 

Service), of which I have very fond memories. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you at the Community Centre. 

 

Federica 
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The Secret of True Beauty  -    
Audrey Hepburn  

 
òFor lovely eyes,  Seek out the good in people;  

 
 For attractive lips, Speak only words of kindness;  

 
 For a slim figure,  Share your food with the hungry;  

  
For beautiful hair, Let a child run their fingers  

through it once a day;  
 And for poise, Walk in the knowledge that you  

are never alone.ó 
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The Community Support Centre Innisfail supported Child Protection Week 2009 with a 
Puppet Show Production of:-    

The Unluckiest, but Lucky Crane  
This is the story of a special paper origami crane made 

many years ago in Japan by a little girl who loved her 

even though the crane was not perfect. Through 

unforeseen circumstances, the little crane embarks 

alone on an adventure to the lands down under. The 

little crane meets many people and animals who try to 

help her along the way. We soon come to see how 

important it is for the little crane to find a place to call 

home and to feel loved once again.   

 

 The puppets and puppet production were produced by 

the Puppet Takes Action Troupe made up of local 

children and staff and volunteers at the Community 

Support Centre Innisfail.  The Puppet Shows were held 

in September as part of the entertainment at the `Picnic 

in the Parkô, a community initiative to promote the 2009 CPW theme `Take Action for Child Protection.   

 

 

We would like to thank the following people and organisations who made 

this production possible:  
Our Child Puppeteers  

Staff and Volunteers of CSCI  

The Child Protection Week 2009   

Committee  

The Child Protection Week  

 Innisfail Stakeholders Committee  

Cassowary Coast Regional Council 

Retravision Innisfail  

Tully Support Centre  

Parents of our puppeteers for 

their wonderful support and 

endurance 

 

 

 

Puppets take action Puppeteers and Stage Crew: -  

Fawn, Hillary, Faith, Jena, Bianca, Sherrie, Bill, Doug, Conor, Darren, Joanne  

 
 

 

A very special thanks to our Origami Paper Folders:   

Barbi and Linda  
 

 Thankyou to all and Congratulations on a job well done!  
 
  

Bill Briscoe and Barbi Jay receive awards from 

Sherrie Meyer for their participation 
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CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 2009ñTHANK YOU 

A Child Protection Week Committee Event  in Partnership with the  

Cassowary Coast Regional Council 

Department of Communities  

Child Safety, Youth and Families  

The Innisfail Child Protection Week Committee, in partnership with 
the Cassowary Coast Regional Council, would like to take this 
opportunity to sincerely thank all the local people, community 
organisations and businesses for their support of this years Child 

Protection Week Theme: Take Action for Child Protection at the 
`Picnic in the Parkô  held in September at ANZAC Park. 

Vince OôBrien 
John Cole Toyota 
Jeff Jackson Jackson & Jackson 
Refrigeration 
Community Support Centre In-
nisfail 
PCYC Innisfail 
Midway Butchers 
PASS Students (Education Qld) 
Retravision 
Tully Support Centre 
Terry UrqhuartðMini Mavericks 
Joe LeonardiðDa Vinci Painting 
Contractors 
Collins  
Coles Supermarket 
Dillon Road Bananas 
GirlsôOnly 

East Innisfail Hot Bread Shop 
Goondi State School 
Healthier Great Green Way 
Innisfail Brothers League 
Innisfail Party Hire 
Mamu Health Service 
`Puppets Take Actionó Troupe 
Central Arcade Innisfail 
ISHS Buskers 
Carrie Smith 
Frank Camino 
Allan Croatto 
 

The following people and organisations provided much  

appreciated assistance:  

Your Assistance has put smiles on many local faces 

Mamu Health Services  
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ñWhat a treat it was to walk into the museum and what a delightful display greets you. The 

volunteers have put in a lot of hard work to create an interesting display of the past and I 

encourage everyone to visit.ò                                                                              Editors note 

 

In December 1983, a meeting was called by Shire Chairman Herb Layt to ask for people 

interested in forming a Historical Society to get together. Eighteen people attended that 

meeting and in February 1984 the fist official meeting took place, the first committee was 

formed and the election of officers for the Innisfail and District Historical Society took 

place. The Historical Society recently celebrated the 25th Anniversary of that meeting and 

thanked those people for their foresight in beginning this society.  

 

At that first meeting it was decided to ask the Shire Council for a grant of $500 to assist with 

the setting up of the Historical Society. It was also decided to ask for rooms in the Memorial 

School of Arts building as headquarters for the IDHS. The $500 was forthcoming straight 

away and was gratefully received but it wasnôt until 1990 that rooms were granted in the 

School of Arts building. 

 

Some significant events over the last 25 years include:- 

 

The annual magazine commenced in 1985 and each year ñStories from Innisfailôs Pastò is 

published. Other publications are the JSC Centenary Book and The Italian Pioneers book. 

IDHS produced temporary displays for various occasions such as Heritage Week in the 

Library, at schools and banks etc over the years and a yearly display at the District Show 

since 1986 and there is a permanent display in the Australian Sugar Industry Museum.  

Sometime in the early 1990ôs, the Sue Yek family donated the See Poy paintings, clothing 

and artefacts from their family. These paintings were extremely fragile and because of their 

national historical significance, the way in which they were painted and their rarity, it was 

decided to have them restored. With the assistance of Queensland Art Gallery, the Council 

and much hard work fundraising by IDHS, they were restored and then put on a special 

exhibition in the Queensland Art Gallery, even creating international interest. On their 

return to Innisfail, a launch ceremony was held in the Shire Hall. These paintings are among 

the most significant objects in IDHSôs collection. 

Two major photographic exhibitions were held at the Sugarama Gallery in the Australian 

Sugar Industry Museum. The first was in December 2001 titled ñViews of Innisfailð1910 

to 1924, and the second was in April 2004 called ñInnisfail Interiorsò. 

Cemetery walks were held in 2006, 2007, 2008 and proved popular, leading to two street 

walks, ñSpirits in South Johnstoneò in 2008 and ñAn Evening on the Esplanadeò in 2009. 

Due to a Q150 Grant , DVD of photographs ñInnisfailðThe Early Yearsð1873 to 1945 has 

been made. 

What a major achievement over the last twenty five years, through cyclones, floods and 

even a fire. It is through the commitment and dedication of all members past and present of 

the Society that we have this Community Museum, Innisfailôs Museum.  

 

                                                                           Above information courtesy of Val Robertson 
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QUIZ 

October is Crime Prevention Month in Queensland 
       Crime Prevention Month is an initiative of the Queensland Police Service 
          During October, we encourage everyone to make Crime Prevention a priority. 

1. In Queensland motor vehicle theft has 

steadily increased: 

A) True 

B) False 

 

2. In Queensland, what is the legal alcohol 

limit for driving on an open licence? 

A) 0.05% 

B) 0.00% 

C) 0.08% 

D) 0.01% 

 

3. Who is responsible for crime 

prevention in your community? 

A) Police Officers 

B) Parents 

C) Everyone 

D) Local Councils 

 

4. What is the phone number for Crime  

 Stoppers? 

A) 1800 333 333 

B) 1800 333 000 

C) 1800 000 333 

D) 1800 000 000 

 

5. How often is a car stolen in Australia? 

A) Every 8 seconds 

B) Every 8 hours 

C) Every 8 minutes 

 

6. A bank will NEVER email you 

requesting personal details, account 

information and passwords: 

A) True 

B) False 

 

7. Where are sexual assaults more likely 

to occur? 

A) On the street 

B) On the footpath 

C) In a dwelling 

D) Down a dark alley 

 

8. Approximately how many boys and 

girls experience bullying behaviour on 

a weekly basis? 

 

A) 1 in 6 

B) 1 in 60 

C) 1 in 6000 

D) 1 in 60,000 

E)  

9. Approximately how many Australian 

 boys and girls will experience sexual 

 abuse in their childhood? 

A) 1 in 3 

B) 1 in 30 

C) 1 in 3000 

D) 1 in 30,000 

 

10. In Australia it is estimated that in child 

sexual abuse cases, the offender is 

known to the child in what percentage 

of cases? 

A) 0-25% 

B) 26-50% 

C) 51-75% 

D) 76-100% 

 

11. List the ñFatal 4ò most common factors 

in road crashes? 

A) Speeding, Texting, Seatbelts, Drugs 

B) Seatbelts, Talking on phone, Night 

driving, Alcohol 

C) Speeding, Seatbelts, Fatigue, Alcohol 

D) Rain, Alcohol, Texting, Speeding 

 

12.  What is the most widely used illegal 

 drug  in Queensland? 

A) Cannabis 

B) Cocaine 

C) Ice 

D) Ecstasy 

Answers 
1. True 

2. 0.05% 

3. Everyone 

4. 1800 333 000 

5. Every 8 minutes 

6. True 

7. In a dwelling 

8. 1 in 6 

9. 1 in 3 

10. 76-100% 

11. Speeding, Seatbelts, Fatigue, Alcohol 

12. Cannabis 
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Relationship Counselling and Education 
Groups  

Relationships Australia has for many years been providing support for people at all 

stages of relationships.  Whether they want to begin a marriage, are seeking better 

ways of relating, or have reached an impasse in their relationship whatever the reason.  

 

 When a relationship is no longer providing mutual harmony and satisfaction, a session 

with an experienced counsellor may open the way for greater unity, cooperation and 

closeness. It can even help you with the ending or revitalising.  

 

 Counselling addresses the specifics of a coupleós situation, whereas  our  Education 

Groups offer effective principles and activities, which have been proven to increase a 

coupleôs understanding of what makes for good relationships and to build greater 

awareness one anotherôs feelings, hopes and needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Relationships Australia counsellor visits Innisfail Multiservice Hub on a regular weekly basis. 
To arrange an appointment just phone 1300 364 277 

  


